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PSYCHOLOGY AS & A LEVEL  

 

A Level Psychology 2015 Course Content 

Unit 1 Social influence  

Why do people conform to group pressures and obey authority? 

Unit 2 Memory  

How do we remember and why do we forget? 

Unit 3 Attachment  

How and why do we form attachments to others? 

Unit 4 Approaches in Psychology  nb: Students begin the course with this topic 

What are the origins of Psychology and is Psychology a science? 

Unit 5 Psychopathology  

What is ‘abnormality’? And how do people develop Phobias, Depression and OCD? 

Unit 6 Research Methods nb: Students begin the course with this topic 

How is psychological research carried out and interpreted? 

Unit 7 Biopsychology  

How does the brain work? 

Unit 8 Issues and debates in Psychology  

Are Psychological studies biased in any way? 

We will then pick to learn 1 topic from each of these option blocks: 

Option 

block 1  

Relationships, Gender, or Cognitive Development  

Option 

block 2 

Schizophrenia, Eating Behaviour, or Stress 

Option 

block 3  

Aggression, Forensic Psychology, or Addiction  

Psychology involves the study of mental processes and behaviour in the context of real life experiences. This 
course is designed to develop enquiring minds, discussion skills and an understanding of how humans (and 
non-humans) develop, socialise and interact with each other.  Psychology is not just an academic subject; it’s a 
life-skill. Psychology remains a popular topic at A Level and the department have a commitment to challenging 
and stretching the understanding of students by approaching Psychology in a critical fashion through 
continuous questioning and evaluation of the discipline.   
Career Pathway 
Psychology students are developing transferable skills that both support study in a wide range of subjects at 
university and the transition to employment, including quantitative and analytical analysis and forming and 
testing hypotheses. The development and application of mathematical skills prepare students for study of 
psychology and related courses at university.  
 
Students can progress from this qualification to: Higher education qualifications such as psychology degrees, 
and biology-related courses or further education courses such as BTEC Higher Nationals such as the Higher 
Nationals in Applied Biology and Biological Sciences for Industry. Studying Psychology can lead to careers in a 
broad range of areas varying from clinical and educational settings to the media and creative industries. 
All students planning to study A-Level Psychology should have attained at least a B in their GCSE science 
subject(s) as well as a B in Mathematics and English 
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Year 1 Psychology- AS:  

 
If you choose to take the stand-alone AS qualification over 1 year we will study only topics 1-6. 

You will have 5 lessons per week and be required to commit to at least 3 hours worth of work 

per week outside of lesson. 

 

Exams: You will sit 2 summer exams. 
 

Paper 1: 1hour 30 minute exam, topics 1-3.      72 marks in total worth 50% of the AS Grade   

 

Paper 2: 1hour 30 minute exam, topics 4-6.      72 marks in total worth 50% of the AS Grade   

 
Year 2-Psychology A’Level : 
If you choose to take A level Psychology over 2 years we will cover topics 1-6 in the first year 

and topics 7,8 and 3 more (1 each from option blocks 1-3)  

 

Exams: You will sit 3 summer exams at the end of 2017  

 

Paper 1: 2 hour exam, topics 1-4.   96 marks in total worth 33% of the A level Grade  

  

Paper 2: 2 hour exam, topics 5-7.   96 marks in total worth 33% of the A level Grade   
 

Paper 3: 2 hour exam, topic 8 plus one topic from each of the 3 option blocks.  

                    96 marks in total worth 33% of the A level Grade   

 

As with all new specifications the AS qualification is ‘stand-alone’ and does not contribute 
towards the final A2 grade. However selected year 12 students will be entered for the 

exam in 2017.  For those wishing finish with the AS in Psychology, this will provide their 
final AS grade.  For those students sitting the full A Level in Psychology, this will be an 
externally marked ‘mock’ exam which will not count towards their final grade. It will 
serve as an indicator of progress and a good opportunity to practice for the real thing 

year after! 

Student Destinations 

 

A number of students have gone onto study Psychology at University either as an Undergraduate 

or as a Postgraduate.   
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